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Despite devastating loss, one Greenville
store owner looks forward to the future
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Engine 5 is one of two locomotives
moving lumber at Sierra Pacific

Industries in Quincy. Photo by Jesse Buus

ohn Hunter, of Hunter’s Ace Hardware in
Greenville, found himself at American
Valley Hardware in Quincy at the end of
August. An old Greenville customer of
his was asking advice on something he
was trying to fix. 

“Traitor,” Hunter called the man. They
shared a dark humor laugh, and Hunter
wound up giving the guy advice for the project
he was trying to do. 

For John Hunter, hardware was a way of life,
and no longer having the family store he’s
owned and operated since 1991 is not going to
be an easy transition. He’s in a ‘wait and see’
pattern in regards to rebuilding on the site of
the ashes of the three-story, 82-year-old
building in downtown Greenville that was
Hunter’s Hardware. He had antiques all over
the walls, one of which was his prized Indian
Valley Fire Department alarm bell.

Robert Hunter, John Hunter’s father, had it
before him, and his father before him, all the
way back to 1929 when the first store was
opened down the street from the location it
stood until the Dixie Fire on August 4. The
elder Hunter had started the collections on

the walls.
Hunter’s Hardware was one-part hardware,

one-part housewares, and one-part museum.
The faded pale green walls housed Maidu
baskets, grinding rocks, and arrowheads. It
housed antique military paraphernalia and
antique guns. Vintage coke bottles and clocks.
You name it; it could probably be found at
Hunter’s.

The top story housed an apartment that
John Hunter once lived in before he moved
into his parent’s old quasi-Victorian down the
street. Kimberly Pierce, Hunter’s fiancé, had
never made her way up the steep stairs despite
having worked there for eight years.

The middle story once held a hair salon and
barbershop and in the past decades served as
storage. There had also been a meat market.
Once upon a time Hunter’s Hardware had a
grocery on the side of it and a soda fountain in
it — though most in town these days weren’t
around for that. Kimberly had begun
developing a small pet food and accessories
section in the store she was quite proud of.

Hunter’s Hardware stayed with the times
and didn’t at the same time. He had a couple
of computers and a phone with tone buttons
for when he had to deal with the outside
world, but was just as happy on his old rotary
phone and his paper-based ledgers. It was the

Hunter’s Ace Hardware, a 92-year-old business, made its home at this location on Main
Street for 82 years. Photo submitted

By Meg Upton
mupton@plumasnews.com
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kind of store that people could still have credit
and pay off their accounts at the end of the
month. Conscientious customers are tracking
Hunter down to pay remainders now that the
store is gone.

“We’re all in the same boat, though. No one
has money right now,” said Pierce.

It was the quintessential family business.
Both Hunter’s children, Alex and Susie,
worked there when they were young. Hunter’s
nephews had both worked for him while they
attended Feather River College. Hunter and
Pierce had taken on young Indian Valley
Academy kids anxious for their first job,
employing James Tucker and Diego Garcia-
Couoh in recent years. Pierce and Hunter’s
granddaughter Kyra Cedillos had just started
working at the store the week before the fire.

In Greenville, going to Hunter’s frequently

meant overhearing local characters spouting
off about politics or maybe just stopping by
with their dogs to say hello. There were
regulars that made a stop in on the daily. There
were tourists who stopped to look at the
museum-like walls.

And now it’s gone.
Hunter and Pierce miss their customers who

were like family to them. They miss working
and weren’t quite ready for retirement at 68
and 58 respectively. Hunter enjoyed being his
own boss. It was a career where he had to
know something about all types of
professions, on any given day he’d be called for
plumbing or electrician projects. Paint jobs.  A
little bit of everything. Pierce is already
missing decorating the front windows—which
they always did for Christmas, Memorial Day,
and Veteran’s Day with all the photos of

veterans in the front window for a month at a
time, or Santa at Christmas, or Sparky the
rattlesnake during the rest of the year (and the
subsequent snakes that lived in the front
window after him).

For the community Hunter’s Hardware was
also a meeting point for homecoming parades
and rallies — Hunter always allowing the
school to plug in their electronics and gather
in front of the store for their moments of
Greenville Indian Pride.

They aren’t sure about rebuilding just yet. If
they did, they envision a one-story building
with solid insulation (Hunter’s Hardware was
notoriously hot in summer and you could see
your breath inside in winter with every worker
keeping their jackets on inside).

“Someone has to be here to grow the town
again,” said Pierce optimistically. A hardware
store is exactly the kind of place that would be
needed in building back.

Pierce and Hunter were some of the last
people out of town, having stayed through the
first evacuation. She fed and watered people’s
pets and livestock. He as the assistant fire
chief, fought the fire and reported back on its
progress.

While they remain undecided on its return,
the former residents of Greenville celebrate
the iconic one-of-a-kind building and the
family business it once held. HCL

Every fall, the town and high school students would gather on an afternoon before the
homecoming game for a rally in front of the store with the Greenville High School band
playing favorite tunes. Photo by Meg Upton

The store’s walls were home to antique collections of local Maidu and other Native
American artifacts. Photo submitted



us to take sides. You had to have each other’s
backs anyhow whether you agreed with
someone or not.

We plowed each other’s driveways, taught
each other’s kids. Ran each other’s errands off
the mountain. We let each other off the hook
with just a warning. And because there were
very few jobs in town, we all saw each other in
Quincy, Reno, Susanville, and Chico and
looked over at each other with that look that
says you are one of us, you’re living the same
way we are.

We are an ornery bunch not afraid to tell
you what we think. We argue about the
education of our kids so much, that in this
tiny town we had two school systems. 

We chose to live here — in the most
beautiful area of Plumas County — when we
could have moved to more convenient places. 

When I moved here 19 years ago, pregnant
with my son, I visited Quincy and Chester
and decided Greenville was where I wanted to
be. It was breathtakingly gorgeous and every
morning when I woke up and looked outside
at Mount Hough I thought wow, I must have
done something right in my life because I get
to live here in all this majesty. How did I get
to be so lucky? In spring when the daffodils
come up, I’d imagine Julie Andrews twirling
on Stampfli Lane singing “the hills are alive…”
because it felt that magical.

I never once regretted moving here and as a
city girl I learned mountain things that
taught me resilience. I can make do with
things. I stock up for winter. I became a better
cook since there weren’t all that many options
to eat. I finally learned to knit here. Because
of Greenville and Plumas County, I took on
trying new things: deejaying on the radio,
starting a theatre troupe, raising two
children.

When they were little, I could leave them
asleep in their car seats with the window
cracked and run into the post office or the
bank, knowing they’d be just fine. They saw
animals and plants that my friends’ kids in
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View backs up to Baxter Creek, in Janesville,
with guest house. Asking price $525,000
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Editor’s note: On August 4, Meg Upton
and her husband were on a conference
trip in Las Vegas anticipating a much-
needed break. Instead, after a long day at
the conference for him, and a long day of
monitoring the Dixie Fire advancing on
Greenville online from a Mandalay Bay
hotel room, Meg checked Kevin Goss’
Facebook account and saw “Pray for
Greenville.” Then she saw an
announcement that firefighters were
setting up in Crescent Mills instead. What
could that mean except abandoning all
hope for Greenville? Then the first video
appeared, which had the first frame start
on the Greenville Branch Library — the
first place Meg ever worked when she
arrived in 2002. She watched the video
repeatedly, tracing the fire damage from
the library to the fire station, knowing her
office of 10 years burned to the ground in
between. She wrote “Eulogy for
Greenville” at 2 a.m. after not being able
to sleep, and after her husband
encouraged her to just get up and write it.
She sent a third draft to her editor before
dawn. It was originally posted on Plumas
News and then picked up by news
organizations and entities across the
country, even the world. We are reprinting
it here.

By Meg Upton
mupton@plumasnews.com

y defiantly quirky, beautiful
adopted hometown turned into a
ghost town last night. There are so
many things I could tell you about
Greenville. There were over a

thousand people and change, though the
population sign still said two thousand.

We all have an opinion here. About
everything. We are a microcosm of America
and often frustrated with each other.
Greenville is filled with do-gooders
volunteers, retirees, hippies, bikers, and
rednecks, ranchers, cowboys, Mountain
Maidu, and a chunk of people who never felt
like the town they were born into some place
else in California was quite the right fit for
them. 

We were extended families and single
moms and dads. We were drunks. We were
sober. We tried not to be too judgmental lest
someone judge us back. We were the recent
home of survivors from Paradise too.

We were an island of misfit toys and we
liked it like that. Everywhere in the country
there are people not getting along anymore
because of differing political perspectives, but
in Greenville there flat out wasn’t enough of

XâÄÉzç yÉÜ ZÜxxÇä|ÄÄx

M



couldn’t escape history. Generations of
families grew up here and came back here
again and again — some to vacation and
regroup and feel whole again, others to raise
their own kids away from the more hurried
and booming parts of the state.

In Southern California, where some of my
family has been migrating back to for college
and work, I’ve run into more people who’ve
been to Greenville than I imagined was even
possible. 

Everyone who has ever visited mentions its
beauty. Its friendliness. Its characters. 

Our little thrift store bankrolled countless
kids’ scholarships and provided so many
retirees a great social hour or two.

We accept you as is, no matter how strange
or weird you are. We like weird. We were
weird.

We were small. We were mighty. We were
fiercely loyal even if it didn’t do us any good to
be that way.  We loved seeing each other in
Evergreen on the daily, even if it meant
spending an extra half hour in that market
just chit-chatting away.

In the early hours of the morning after
Greenville burned to the ground, I’m thinking
of its crisp winters: The Festival of Trees at
Christmas time and kids making crafts at the
community center. I’m thinking of the
American Legion Post that comes out for darn
near everything. I’m thinking of Little League
games at Greenville Park. I’m thinking about
how people cared about the children of this
town, long after their own children had grown
up and gone. 

I’m thinking of Mavis Sommers and Brad
Smith’s backyard carousel. I’m thinking of
running down to Sterling Sage to pick up a

last-minute birthday present and Josh
Huddleston helping me find the perfect
thing. Bink Huddleston sitting out front of
the shop in the mornings drinking his coffee.

I’m thinking of the street dance at Gold
Diggers. The Crab Feed and the Pheasants

Forever dinners that brought out nearly the
whole town every year.

I’m thinking of all the rituals big and small
that made us a special place to be.

We love you, Greenville. With all our
broken hearts, we love you. HCL
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coastal California only read about in books.
When they grew older, I knew what my

kids were doing even when they didn’t want
me to know. They couldn’t get away with
anything because the news of a transgression
always came home, even before they could get
home themselves. It was that way with all the
families in Greenville.

I loved Greenville’s stubbornness and
tenacity, its characters. I’ll miss seeing
Rueben walk up and down Crescent Highway.
People kicking back in front of the Way
Station. Levi Mullen playing guitar in front of
Musicland. KD bringing coffee to the thrift
store ladies. Someone shooting their mouth
off about politics and John Hunter standing
in his store just smiling in that way that he
does back at them. And Sherilyn Schwartz
always organizing some volunteer effort.
Marsha Roby tirelessly weeding and picking
up trash in front of the gazebo or doing her
early morning exercise walk through town.

It was most definitely a place all its own.
And now? The bulk of Greenville is gone. 
Some of us will have the stamina to rebuild

and some of us will not. Some of us had
insurance. Some did not. Our historic
buildings are gone. Most of our newer ones
gone too. No electricity, no water, no sewer.
Nothing really left that makes a town a town.

To live in Greenville was to live history. You
The sheriff substation — even in its demise still shows the structure of its former beauty.
Photo by Meg Upton

At the site of Meg Upton’s office she
shared with fellow writer Jane Braxton
Little and fiber artist Eva Gorman, a lone
antique typewriter sits atop the rubble.
Photos by Meg Upton

American Legion member and hardware
store owner John Hunter makes sure the
American flag still flies tall in Greenville.

Ken Donnell’s jail cell, behind the vintage
sheriff substation, still stands.

Our heartfelt condolences
to the communities of Canyon Dam, Greenville 

and Indian Valley as a whole. Please know
that we are here for you and we are 

Plumas Strong.

OPEN DAILY 7 AM-10 PM
Groceries, Variety, Meats, Liquors, Wines and More!

TWO LOCATIONS! Portola: 88 West Sierra Ave., 530.832.5062 • Loyalton: 606 Main St., 530.993.4397



n art show and reception originally
set for August at Artisan Coffee in
Janesville had to be postponed due
to the Dixie Fire.

Better late than never, Reno artist
GEMvisuals (Grace Mack) will present a show
of original artwork as well as apparel and
canvas/poster prints.

A reception for the artist will be held at 5
p.m. Friday, Oct. 22.

“I’d describe my work as bright, balanced
and psychedelic,” GEMvisuals said. “I draw
inspiration from nature, mostly. I paint
murals, signs, furniture, instruments, apparel
and canvas. I enjoy inkwork, knotwork and
mandalas. I also make digital art, mostly logo
work.” 

A complete collection of artwork is
available for viewing and sale at
Gemvisuals.com.

For more information, call Artisan Coffee
at 253-3000. HCL
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   Howard Construction is a locally owned
and operated full service construction
company. Owner Kyle Howard has been
in the construction field since 1978,
building custom homes and other
structures in the Lake Almanor
Basin since the 1980s.
Howard Construction ranks
customer service first. We are
meticulous and strive for perfection.
We take pride in professionalism,
quality work and customer
satisfaction at a competitive price
while maintaining superior
service.

530.258.3541, Office • 530.258.1601, Cell • Mobile App: Text HC4U to 72727

New Homes
Remodels

Decks • Porches
Carports • Garages
Roofing • Plumbing
Electrical • Painting

Concrete Work
EPA Certified in

Renovations 
and Repair
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Documentation

Removal

kyle@howardconstruction4u.com
Website: www.howardconstrucion4u.com 

Janesville’s
Artisan Coffee hosts
show, reception for

Reno artist
GEMvisuals

Bright,
balanced,

psychedelic

All original artwork
by GEMvisualsA
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New Tax Laws — Part II
On December 27,2020, Congress passed the 5,593 page Consolidated Appropriations Act. The "Act" includes
several provisions and extensions of previously expiring provisions relevant to individual taxpayers:

Exclusion from Gross Income of Qualified Principal Residence Indebtedness: The Act extends the exclusion 
from gross income of qualified principal residence indebtedness discharged/forgiven through December 31,
2025, previously set to expire December 31, 2020. It lowers the maximum amount of forgiven indebtedness
excludible from income to $750,000 ($375,000 for a married person filing a separate return).

Exclusion for Employer Payments of Student Loans: The Act extends the exclusion from income for certain 
employer payments of principal or interest on a qualified education loan to payments made before January 1,
2026 (i.e., a five-year extension).

Mortgage Insurance Premiums: The Act extends for one additional year, through December 31,2021, the 
treatment of mortgage insurance premiums as deductible qualified residence interest.

Health Coverage Tax Credit: The Act provides a one-year extension for the health coverage tax credit (HCTC) 
through 2021. The refundable credit equals 72.5% of the premiums paid by certain individuals for coverage of
the individual and qualifying family members under qualified health insurance and was previously set to expire
December 31,2020.

Energy Credits: The Act extends the two-wheeled plug-in electric vehicle credit through December 31, 2021. It 
also extends through December 3 1, 2023, the residential energy efficient property credit. The

Act adds qualified biomass fuel property expenditures to the types of expenditures that
qualify for the credit, effective for qualified biomass fuel property expenditures paid or

incurred after December 31,2020.

BEQUETTE & KIMMEL ACCOUNTANCY CORPORATION
307 W Main St., Quincy • 530.283.0680 • 17 Highway 89, Graeagle • 530.836.0193

When a disaster strikes, my team and I will be there.

Backed by one of the industry’s largest catastrophe

reponse teams, we’ll be ready to help when you need us.

ometimes it takes an awfully long
time for dreams to come true. Case
in point — the city of Susanville’s
new mullion dollar fire engine. It’s a
107-foot Pierce Quint fire engine

that was presented to the Susanville City
Council at its Aug. 18 meeting.

James Moore, Susanville’ fire chief, said
Captain Stu Ratner identified the city of
Susanville’s need for a new pumper and
ladder truck combination about 18 years ago,
and he began the AFG grant process to fund
the new engine. The ladder truck would help
in fighting fires in three-story or higher
buildings. At that time the fire department
had no ladder trucks and firefighters only
carried 35-foot ground ladders — not
sufficient for firefighters to reach a third-
story roof.

Ratner’s original grant proved
unsuccessful, but Moore said the department
has continued to submit similar applications
annually ever since then.

“I kept applying because the framework
was complete,” he said.

In the meantime, the department
purchased on old 1976 truck from the city of
Chico and its sister truck.

Moore said part of the grant criteria is
replacing old equipment, so those two fire
engines will have to be surplused, salvaged

By Sam Williams
swilliams@lassennews.com

Susanville Fire Chief James Moore said he is very conservative and prudent when
spending the city’s money, but he and a committee of firefighters special ordered some
modifications to the new fire engine to help make firefighting easier when unloading
equipment. Photos by Sam Williams

New $1 million fire engine will serve community for decades

S
Here’s a list of the Susanville Fire Department’s paid and volunteer staff.
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PUBLIC POWER
BUILDS BETTER COMMUNITIES

LMUD is proud to be one of over 2,000 community-owned utilities across the United States. Join us   

as we celebrate Public Power Week, October 3rd - 9th. Visit us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/lassenmud throughout the month of October and learn

why we are #MorePowerfulTogether!

530.257.4174  |  lmud.org  |  65. S. Roop St., Susanville

or demolished.
“ They cannot serve another department in

the same function,” he said. “So those two will
go to salvage or scrap.”

Moore said the new Quint — which is a
ladder truck and a pumper — will replace
those two 1976 vintage fire engines.

“We replaced two pieces of equipment with
one new, more efficient piece of equipment,”
he said.

In addition to replacing the old engines, he
said according to FEMA rules, the new engine
also had to replace the number of seats in the
old engines. One had three seats and the

other had four, so the new engine has a larger
than normal custom cab to accommodate
seven local firefighters.

“That’s just how it has to be,” he said. “If
you’re going to replace seats, you have to
replace seats … Here’s a million dollars. You
have justified a need. You told us your
equipment is very old, inefficient and unsafe
— why would it be safe to give it to somebody
else? Get rid of it. If we’re going to give you a
new one, you must get rid of it.”

Moore said the original bid cost of the new
engine was about $980,000 — $20,000 shy of
$1 million. The amount of the approved grant

was $800,000, “so you can see a problem
there. I didn’t have $190,000 sitting in my
other budget lines to buy equipment.”

The department’s representative and the
manufacturer were able to meet the grant
amount because he said, “That’s all the
money I had. And they did so … I’m not sure
what their margin is, but I felt blessed they
did that. That’s almost 20 percent, and it kept
us in the game with a very established
company we really wanted to use, a product
that’s time tested, and for them to do that.
The other bidders couldn’t even come close.”

The Assistance to Firefighters grants are

In several places on the
new fire engine, Moore

said the department
ordered equipment

bays that would pull out
to allow easier access to

equipment.
Photos by Sam Williams

In addition to being a ladder truck, the new fire engine is also a water pumper. Here are the controls that regulate that aspect of the
vehicle.
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federally funded, and the city applies every
year. There is a 5 percent match for the city of
Susanville (about $32,000 in this case).
Moore said the city can apply in three lanes
— training, equipment and vehicles.

For example, the city applied for and
received a $250,000 grant for breathing gear
three years ago.

“Those air packs we wear, they’re $5,000 to
$7,000 apiece, and that doesn’t include all the
accessories,” Moore said. “So were are
successful with AFG grants, but grants for
vehicles are very, very competitive.”

Moore said during he process in which our
department received the new engine, only
two or three such grants were awarded across
the nation.

Talking about the new engine, Moore said
some features are stock and some are
custom. The department is a combination of
paid and volunteer firefighters, and that
dictated some of the requirements of the

new vehicle.
He said department staff met with the

salesman and reviewed the department’s
needs and the way it works to come up with
the specifications for the engine.

“We had the framework of the ladder
truck, and then we put our needs on it,”
Moore said. “With technology, we were able
to drop an axle (to make the truck shorter).
You go through a lot of tires on a ladder
truck.”

The new truck uses four tires instead of
six, and they’re about $600 each.

Other modifications added 7 additional
feet to the ladder for 107 feet total; a 2,000-
gallon per minute pump; and a shorter
footprint that’s more maneuverable on the
streets of Susanville.

And he said the firefighters are more
efficient because now they arrive at a fire
with both pieces of equipment in one — a
ladder truck and a pumper. HCL

Fire Chief James Moore, left, and Andrea
Drake, news director for the Sierra Radio
Network, check out the ladder on the new
fire engine. Photo by Sam Williams

‘We had the framework of the
ladder truck, and then we put

our needs on it.’
— James Moore, Fire Chief



t was cold inside the Mt. Lassen Hotel. 
Kenny Lee and Missy finally got access

to one of the locations they’ve been eager
to investigate, and they came prepared.
With a Spirit Box in hand and cameras at
the ready, the ghost hunting duo made

their way into the empty building. Step by
step they crept deeper into the hallways and

rooms. 
Then, something moved between

them.  Doors were slamming where the
frames hung empty. The sounds of children
running and screaming have been reported in
the same walkways. 

Quickly, as the investigation continued, the
spirits got physical. Missy was pushed on the
chest, Kenny, on the back. 

“I think you’ve got our attention,” Kenny
said to the spirits during that visit.

“Good,” the ghosts replied through the
spirit box.

Although the air was crisp with the
presence of something otherworldly inside
the hotel that evening, and there is a
possibility something might’ve followed them
home, without hesitation the pair would go
back to delve even deeper into the
paranormal world of the Mt. Lassen Hotel —
a building they note is just one of the many
haunted locations in Lassen County. 

“Would you ever go back?” posed a
question to the duo regarding their most
active investigation.

“Oh, yes. In a heartbeat.”
About 8 or 9 years ago, Kenny was

browsing the Internet and came across a
Northern California website dedicated to area
legends and ghost stories, and read one about
the old Susanville hospital.

He grew up a self proclaimed “goth kid”
and always enjoyed spooky things. 

Inspired, he put his art degree to work and
Spooky Legends of Susanville rose from the
grave. His first video featured the legends of
the hospital.

“It was fun, and it got some interest. Then,
other people started telling me stories about
the town. It just kind of evolved. I started
looking at the history of the town, where the
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Spooky
Legends of
Susanville
delves into
the area’s
haunted
history

By Makenzie Freedman 
mfreedman@lassennews.com

Kenny Lee and Missy, of Spooky Legends of Susanville, stand before a location they’d like to investigate – the old jail by the Historic
Courthouse. Photo by Makenzie Freedman
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stories originated from,” Kenny said.
Now, Kenny Lee serves as a Captain for

those interested in the spookier legends of
local buildings and sites. Through his
Facebook page of the same name, he
highlights photos and historical articles
detailing the haunted histories. On his
YouTube page, he shares his further research
into local buildings shrouded in haunted
lore. 

While Kenny moved here about 14 years
ago, Missy grew up Lassen County, briefly
living in the Mt. Lassen Hotel where she had
her own experiences, and in Westwood,
where she has seen a woman dressed in a
stunning white dress with blue trim holding
hands with a little boy in overalls as they
wandered down the streets, before
disappearing into the side of a church wall.

There are many of these stories and
sightings passed down through the
generations of the county’s inhabitants.

However, before the pair even sets out on a
hunt, they make sure to research where

they’re heading and pay proper respect to
whom it’s owed. 

Kenny Lee and Missy follow several rules
with every investigation they conduct. They
only go to places where owners grant them
access, and they are always respectful to the
spirits with which they seek to make contact,
and buildings in which these mysteries
conceal themselves. 

On the visits, they bring cameras, a Go-Pro,
an EMF reader that detects electricity in the
air, a spirit box and their phones. At each
location, they aim to not only respect
whatever spirit they encounter but to catch
proof of the supernatural.

As Spooky Legends of Susanville continues
to investigate, there are many more areas the
hunters would like to gain access to — The
Old Courthouse and neighboring jail, and
especially the rumored tunnels that
supposedly run beneath Uptown Susanville.
The investigators have visited bricked up
passageways of the supposed tunnels, but
long to uncover additional openings and

hidden channels that web beneath the
streets. 

Some original locations, however, remain
favorites, including the old hospital in
Susanville where they’ve captured recordings
of a little girl, known as Ellie, laughing. They
also experienced a ghost chasing them out of
the building.

While much of Spooky Legends of
Susanville consists of research, photos and in-
person visits to the locations, some residents
also share their unexplained situations,
including a Susanville resident who has
captured orbs, and sent them to Kenny for
review.

Overall, what started as a hobby for Kenny
Lee and Missy has morphed into a
community for those seeking insight into the
unexplained through the Facebook Group,
and through video tours of the Spooky
Legends, with Kenny your Captain as the
knowledgeable guide.

“These aren’t my stories – They’re the
town’s stories, the community’s stories,”
Kenny shared.

To see more of Spooky Legends of
Susanville, check out their videos on Youtube,
or visit their group on Facebook. HCL

Kenny Lee peeks through a window at the old jail in an attempt to learn some of the
building’s secrets. Photo by Makenzie Freedman

Spooky Legends of Susanville investigates a room shrouded in
haunted lore at the Mt. Lassen Hotel.

The old hospital is a favorite of the investigators, where they’ve
recorded the sound of a little girl known as “Ellie” laughing.
Photos submitted

‘These aren’t my stories — they’re
the town’s stories.’ —Kenny Lee
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Featuring exhibits on lumber grades, forest stands, old photos
and implements, the mission  is to teach principles of
lumbering, forestry and sustainability and there is
no admission fee.

The museum building, completed in 2007, was constructed to look like the
old sawmill building operated by Collins Pine Co. from 1943-2001. The open-beam structure
provides an appealing space where different species of wood from the area are featured. Inside are
information panels and interactive displays on lumbering, forestry, wood identification, principles of
sustainability and the history of Collins Pine. Visitors can view a film on forestry-related topics in the
museum’s small theater. 

Outside the building is a short viewing path featuring trucks and equipment used by Collins Pine
during the 1940s -1960s. There is also a 400-year-old Sugar Pine cross section dating back to 1620.

OPEN MID-MAY TO MID-OCTOBER, WED-SAT, 9-5
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128 Bailey Creek Drive,
Bailey Creek

4217 Highway 147
East Shore Lake Almanor

131 Kokanee Trail
Lake Almanor West
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$2,650,000

671-595 Edgewood Dr.,
Westwood

671-825 Oak Way,
Westwood

666-670 Spring Creek Drive,
Clear Creek

$299,000
$229,000

$189,000

f you've ever driven by the Sierra Pacific
Industries lumber mill in East Quincy, no
doubt you've seen the locomotive and
small rail yard on the east end of the
plant — yes, the one that appears to sit
idle most of the time. Well, I thought I

had a pretty good idea of what the train was
used for, but come to find out, there was so
much more I didn't know about the train, it's
local history and the important role it plays in
the mill's operation. Here's just a snapshot of
what I learned:  

Quincy Railroad: Then...
In late 1909, a group of concerned Quincy

business leaders unhappy with how far north
of town Western Pacific Railroad's tracks and
spur were located, argued that it didn't serve
the needs of the community and, in less than
a year, they were laying the rails for what was
to become the Quincy Western Railway.

The nearly seven miles of track that
provided connector service to Western
Pacific's Railroad, started in downtown
Quincy at the end of Railway Avenue. What is
now the offices and service yard for Plumas
County's Facilities Department was the train's
first passenger depot. The line ran easterly
toward the high school along what is now the
bike path, to Lee Road stretching past the
mill and across the valley to Chandler Road,
then up the hill to Quincy Junction, making

Riding Sierra Pacific’s rails

It may be a
short run, but

it's come a
long way

By Mike Taborski
mtaborski@plumasnews.com

In its early years, the Quincy Railroad transported oil tankers from WP's spur to downtown Quincy. Photo submitted
Chris Dailey is a fourth-generation railroader to work for SPI. The second from the left is
his grandfather, Harry Dailey Sr., who worked for the company in the 1950s.
Photo submitted
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lumas Crisis Intervention &
Resource Center provides an
array of emergency and
homeless services, access to

temporary and permanent housing,
peer and grief counseling and an array
of support and stabilization services

countywide in Plumas County.  As the
summer progresses and fire season
challenges our county, crisis agency staff
serve as first responders,
working

closely with county agencies, to assist
individuals and families in the event of
natural disasters. Agency services can be
accessed at our temporary offices located at
Ohana House, 175 Main Street in Quincy
and/or calling 530-283-5515.

Over the last month, PCIRC has
continued its journey to build the capacity of
the agency in the purchase
of real property
acquisitions to advance
and expand our work for
underserved individuals
and families, young
adults, the homeless and
transitioning offenders.
The purchase of the
Pangea site in
downtown Quincy has
been completed with
the generous support
of an Angel Investor.
This site will soon
become known as the
Dragonfly Café, mirroring our agency

symbol of change, adaptability, and
transformation toward new beginnings. This
newly developing restaurant and culinary
training program will serve locals and
tourists alike while creating both new jobs
at the site and job placement opportunities
throughout the region. Dragonfly Café will
be home to our satellite food pantry and
will create meals for the homeless and
other food insecure populations. Other
workforce

development training programs will be
incorporated into this model in the future to
assist participants in making life-changing
decisions that build and sustain future
careers leading to permanent housing
opportunities and independence. All PCIRC
programming includes intensive case
management and access to services to enrich

the lives of participants,
strengthen families and
empower all on their
journey and path toward
success.

PCIRC has purchased a
property with multiple cabin
units to be used as future
transitional housing sites
and is working on the
purchase of property for the
development of the North
Star Navigation Center to
serve the homeless. The
agency is collaborating with
Plumas County to establish

a Veterans Resource Outpost to provide
housing and multiple services for the high
number of Veterans living in Plumas County.
Each of these projects is designed to
eliminate barriers, create second chances,
and provide opportunities for hard-to-serve
populations including the homeless,
transitioning offenders and parolees,
Veterans, young adults leaving the foster care
system, senior citizens, and low-income
families.

For those interested in joining us as an
Angel Investor or wishing to donate to
specific program development, inquiries
can be made to PCIRC at P. O. Box 3005,
Quincy, CA 95971 or by calling Scott
McCallum, Executive Director or Cathy
Rahmeyer, Director of Operations at
530-283-5515. 

Local Non-Profits
Committed to Our Community

P
All PCIRC programming
includes intensive case

management and
access to services to

enrich the lives of
participants

PCIRC provides a variety of services and emergency needs countywide

plumasbank.com

This page sponsored by:

HERE.
For
Good.

In almost every part of the

world,   the Dragonfly

symbolizes change,

transformation, adaptability

and self-realization.

the connection at WP's siding.
In those early days, because the short line

railroad was providing primarily passenger
service to the WP lines, its owners were losing
lots and lots of money. They filed a petition
with the State Railroad Commission to
abandon the railway in 1917. However, Quincy
Lumber Co. (the mill was located at the site
that is now the Plumas Pines Shopping
Center) still needed the line for its inbound
and outbound shipping and bought the
fledging railroad for $25,000. The money was
raised by selling 300 shares of stock issued in
the name of the Quincy Railroad with 20
percent  of that paper sold to Quincy
residents.

The inbound freight carrying equipment
and supplies for the Bucks Creek
hydroelectric project that spanned three
years, from 1925 to 1928, provided a huge
financial boost for the railroad. It's worth
noting that its heaviest load was a 221,000-
pound Marion Shovel used in the
construction of the Bucks Lake dam. One can
only imagine what it must have taken to
offload the massive piece of steel and then
transport it to the lake, but that is a story for
another time.

Then along came the depression, tough
years for everyone and especially tough for
the lumber industry. The Quincy mill ceased
operations in 1930 and didn't reopen until

1936. A major boom to the lumber industry
followed World War II and, consequently,
things got really busy for the little train. Daily,
the mill was shipping by rail an average of 15
loads of lumber while receiving two or three
carloads of freight.

In the early 1950s, the railroad and mill
were sold to Meadow Valley Lumber

Company. After changing hands a couple
more times, the mill and its railroad is now
owned and operated by Sierra Pacific
Industries.

During the early to mid 1960s, a typical
year saw the mill shipping out anaverage of
1,400 carloads of lumber while receiving some
200 inbound loads, mostly petroleum used by

Chris Dailey and Jesse Buus are both federally certified locomotive engineers and conductors. The two run the little, but mighty railroad
operation for Sierra Pacific Industries. Photos by Mike Taborski

As the train’s conductor, Chris Dailey switches tracks at the Quincy Junction.
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local bulk oil distributors. Later that same
decade, bulk petroleum products that were
once being shipped by rail were switching to
truck delivery. And, as a result, there was no
longer a need for the west end of the line that
took those loads into downtown Quincy, so
that portion of the line was abandoned. Now
all that remains is the track needed and used
to move lumber from the East Quincy mill
site to Quincy Junction.

...And Quincy Railroad now
The railroad is both an efficient and

significant part of the Quincy plant's
shipping department. And it is also the only
railroad owned and operated by SPI, a third
generation family held company that owns
and manages over 2 million acres of
timberland in California and Washington
making it one of the largest lumber producers
in the country.  

On average, the Quincy plant ships by rail
87 loaded cars each month, each carrying
around 100,000 board feet of finished lumber.
Last December, they shipped a record 118
carloads. By comparison, it takes about three-
and-a half truck loads to haul that same
volume  so that record month alone would
have required an additional 400 trucks
moving in and out of Quincy to move that
lumber.

Two longtime mill employees share the

Quincy Railroad's downtown depot on Railway Avenue. Photo submitted A view from inside the locomotive as it crosses Chandler Road to begin the most challenging stretch of tracks. Photo by Mike Taborski
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responsibility of operating the local mill's rail
division. Jesse Buus, a former Union Pacific
employee, joined the SPI team in 2011. In 2017
he earned his federal license as a train
locomotive engineer. He is also a licensed
conductor.

His colleague in the department, Chris
Dailey, represents the fourth generation in his
family working on the plant's train. He
follows in the footsteps of his  father, Harry
Jr.; grandfather, Harry Sr. and, dating back to
late 1940s, his great grandfather, Dennis
Dailey. Chris joined the company in 1997 on
the construction crew working on the train's
ongoing track maintenance. He too is a
licensed locomotive engineer and conductor.

It would be an understatement to say
watching these two in action is impressive.
It's evident that they work well together as a
team with mutual respect and confidence in
one another. To fully maximize the success of
their operation, both in safety and efficiency,
they alternate responsibilities as the engineer
(he drives the train) and conductor who has
the duties on the ground switching the tracks
at sidings, connecting and disconnecting the
cars and testing each car's air brakes. All the
while the two are in constant communication
with each other.

Both positions require extensive ongoing
federal testing to maintain their licenses.
Because it's just the two of them running the

All train photos on this page and the
previous page are courtesy of 

Jesse Buus



entire train operations, the mill has two other
employees that are fully trained and certified
as conductors that they called on to fill in
when needed.

There are two locomotives at the plant, but
only one in service at a time. The were
manufactured by General Motors, one in 1952
and the other in 1962. These massive engines
weigh over 200,000 pounds each and are
powered by a 1,200 horsepower V-12 diesel
motor. They easily pull four fully loaded cars
on each run up the hill having a combined
load weight of about 1million pounds
chugging along with a maximum speed of
just 10 mph. They said at this speed fully

loaded it would take anywhere from 100 to 150
feet to come to full emergency stop, which,
they boast, has never had to happen.

The state is requiring that both
locomotives be replaced by 2032 with
electric-powered engines that currently
carrying a price tag of around $4 million each.
Although they understand the overriding
objective, both engineers seriously question
the state's logic in requiring their locomotives
to be replaced. They said the extremely
limited use of their locomotives on such a
short run certainly makes it hard to justify the
replacement cost vs. the perceived benefit.

The track from the mill to the connectors
at Quincy Junction is slightly less then four
miles each way. However, in that short stretch
of rail it challenges the engineers with the
steepest grade, nearly five percent, of any
track in the United States. That's the short
stretch on it's the climb and decent along the
side of the mountain just past the crossing at
Chandler Road.

By comparison, they said the climb up the
Feather River Canyon has a grade of slightly
more than 1 percent; the Spring Garden
"loop" has a little less than a 2 percent grade
and Donner Pass' grade is just over 2 percent.

With this grade, climbing with a fully
loaded train, they said, can be very difficult in
rain and snow adding that the descent while
towing a load of empty cars in those
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conditions can be even more challenging,
especially with the potential for black ice on
the rails and snow buildup on the wheels and
brakes. In all these years they've never had an
incident, which clearly speaks to their
teamwork and situational awareness moving
all this tonnage.

They get an early start each weekday
beginning at 6 a.m. but it's not all about
running the train up and down the mountain.
They spend around eighty-five percent of
their time maintaining the equipment,
servicing the engines and repairing and
replacing the tracks and ties.

Part of their comprehensive safety
program, which the two understandably take
very seriously, requires they walk the tracks
once each month. They repair or replace an
average of about six broken rails a year,
mostly in the spring and late fall as the
temperatures change causing the metal to
shrink and expand.

Another ongoing maintenance
requirement is routinely replacing the
railroad ties. This year, for example, they have
already replaced 500 ties with another 200
more to do before year end. They laughingly
said it wasn't that long ago when it took the
train department with its five employees at
the time to hand lay and secure 15 ties a day.
But now, with the addition of new hydraulic
equipment manufactured for just that
purpose, the two of them alone can do the
same 15 ties each day.

Clearly, both men take immense pride in
their work as well as deeply rooted pride in
working for Sierra Pacific. As for the train,
although it makes a relatively short run up a
steep hill it's a proven of a workhorse that
packs a heck of a load economically and

They laughingly said it
wasn't that long ago

when it took the train
department with its

five employees at the
time to hand lay and
secure 15 ties a day.

SPI's train operates safely in all kinds of weather throughout the year.  Photos submitted
Maintaining, repairing and replacing the tracks and ties occupies about 85 percent of the
time Dailey and Buus spend running the train operations for SPI.
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nce home to the only traffic signal in
all of Sierra County (a flashing red
light), the ranching community of
Sierraville counts more heads of
livestock than it does human

residents, which numbers about 200.
Situated at the intersection of California

State Highway 49 and 89, Sierraville is
located in the south-central corner of the
Sierra Valley at 5,000 feet above sea level; one
of the largest sub-alpine meadows in North
America and an ancient lakebed the size of
Lake Tahoe that existed during the Ice Age.

Today, the Sierra Valley is the headwaters
of the Feather River, a Wild and Scenic River,
with its dozens of marshes and springs
draining into the waterway towards Portola.
The biodiversity of the Sierra Valley makes it
famous for attracting a wide range of
migratory species of birds.

Old stagecoach from
Sierraville to Truckee

About a year before Sierraville was first
named in 1854, the settlement of Randolph
was established a mile south of Sierraville. As
the community grew, the two settlements
spanned the mile distance, and the name
Randolph was dropped in favor of Sierraville,
although residents of south Sierraville still
keep the Randolph name alive to represent

Campbell’s Hot Springs, now known as Sierra Hot Springs, c.1900. Photo courtesy of SBTS

A peek into
the history
of Sierraville

By Kurt Gensheimer
Writer/Trail Whisperer

Sierra Buttes Trail Stewardship
Special to High Country Life

The Sierra Valley is the headwaters of the Feather River, a Wild and Scenic River, with its dozens of marshes and springs draining into the
waterway toward Portola. The biodiversity of the Sierra Valley makes it famous for attracting a wide range of migratory species of birds.
Photo submitted

O



their corner of town.

Fourth of July parade in Sierraville, 1902
William Arms was the early developer of

Sierraville, owning a majority of the land in
the settlement, constructing a general store,
hotel, blacksmith shop and a public hall.

Arms also established the first post office
and became Sierraville’s first Postmaster in
the late 1860s. Arms’ ranches grew large
amounts of hay and grain to supply the
mining camps of Virginia City and Carson
City.

Arms also had interests in lumber and
made a handsome business supplying the
aforementioned Nevada mining towns with
Sierra Valley timber. There were many other
family-owned ranches in Sierraville during
the Gold Rush era, many of which are still
owned by the same families to this day.

Campbell's Hot Springs
Sierraville was an early pioneer of

recreation as a resort destination thanks to
Campbell’s Hot Springs just to the southeast
of town, known today as Sierra Hot Springs.
As one of the first established resorts in the
region, the sulphur springs were discovered
by settlers and developed by Corel Howk in
the 1850s, and ever since then have been a
therapeutic attraction for sore bodies,
hangovers and rheumatism.

A former Sierra County Sheriff, Jack
Campbell, bought the 160-acre hot springs
ranch in 1874 and developed it into a spa and
retreat for travelers of Northern California,
which it remains to this day. Matters didn’t
end well for Campbell, as he was gunned
down in September 1882 while relaxing on
the porch of the nearby Randolph Hotel, a
victim at the hands of shooter J.J. Stubbs, who
ended up serving 18 years in San Quentin for
murder.

Current Globe Hotel
The resort almost succumbed to the Cold

Creek wildfire in 1959 but was saved thanks to
a hot shot fire crew flown in from Arizona.

For a few days during the Fourth of July
weekend, the historical resort was in jeopardy
of being a total loss. Legend has it that when
the resort hotel building was threatened, the
owners took their entire beer and liquor
inventory of considerable value and threw it
all in the bottom of a six-foot deep swimming
pool to save it.

The sweaty and parched firefighters
quickly discovered the submerged cache, so
they went for a cool dip in the pool, emerging
with bottle after bottle of booze, passed from
man to man all the way to the fire line.

By the time the blaze was extinguished,
more liquid had passed down the firefighters’
gullets than water on the actual fire; a small
price to pay for saving this historic resort. HCL
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Photos courtesy of Sierra Hot Springs
Sierra Valley, at 5,000 feet above sea level, is one of the largest sub-alpine meadows in North America and an ancient lakebed the size of
Lake Tahoe that existed during the Ice Age.
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t’s officially autumn, and with that comes the advent of
everything pumpkin, from lattes to pies and quite a few things
in between. 
Where my mother greeted the changing of the seasons with
apples and cinnamon, my father-in-law, Edward Hoffmann, met
the fall equinox each year with pumpkin pies by the dozen. 

Ed tried many different recipes over the years, but nothing
ever quite touched the pumpkin pie he would get at John Ascuaga’s
Nugget Casino. 
After years of him making the trip into Reno for that pie, Ed finally
stumbled upon the recipe in a newspaper in 2005. 
Being a creative and inventive man, Ed immediately clipped out the
recipe and turned it into a lovely custom wooden clock that went on
to live in his kitchen. 

Honestly, I wasn’t a huge pumpkin pie person until I tried this
recipe, and so I always associate my late-blooming taste for
pumpkin pie with Ed. 

I can still see him now, plaid shirt buttoned up and Navy SeaBees
ball cap firmly in place, carefully measuring and stirring, filling pie
crust after pie crust until the kitchen counters were bursting. 

Ed passed away on April 19, 2020, and his son (my husband) Ian
and I haven’t had the heart to try and recreate Ed’s signature dish
until now. It was the Year Without Pumpkin Pie. 

Now, as I write this, we are approaching Ed’s birthday- it would
have been his 83rd birthday on September 11. 

With everything being what it is in the Lost Sierra this summer,
we decided that we would celebrate his memory by breaking out the
pumpkin, cloves, cinnamon, and local honey. 

I must admit that there were damp eyes in the kitchen as Ian and
I worked together to try and reproduce his dad’s perfect pie. I could
hear his voice telling me to always add a little extra cinnamon; to
bake it ‘low and slow.’

Three (imperfect but delicious) pies and many memories later,
we are filled with gratitude. 

I feel like Ed wouldn’t have wanted us to forget this little slice of
his life, and while my attempts were not quite as perfect as I’d like,
life isn’t perfect. It is, however, meant to be thoroughly enjoyed and
shared with those you love. 

The famed Hoffmann family take on the John Ascuaga’s Nugget
Special Pumpkin Pie recipe is displayed on a clock made by Ed in 2005.
It resides in the kitchen to this day. Photo by Lauren Westmoreland

By Lauren Westmoreland
lwestmoreland@plumasnews.com

Flavors of Fall: Ed’s Pumpkin Pie

I



Yield: Three 9-inch-deep dish pies 

Filling:
4 Eggs slightly beaten
1 Cup sugar
2 Teaspoons corn starch
2 Teaspoons ground cinnamon 
½ Teaspoon ground cloves
1 29-ounce can pumpkin
1 Teaspoon salt 
½ Cup of honey
1 Teaspoon ground ginger
3 ½ Cups of half and half cream — Ed
used 2 cups of half and half and then 1 ½
cups of sweetened condensed milk

Garnish:
Whip half a pint of whipping cream

with two tablespoons sugar and a half
teaspoon of vanilla until stiff peaks are
formed.

Preheat oven to 425 F. Combine the
filling in the order listed. Divide the
filling between three pie shells and bake
for 15 minutes.

Reduce the heat to 325 F and bake for
another 45 minutes or until a knife
comes out clean. Cool and serve!  HCL
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New to MediCare? Call anytime... 
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Ed’s take on John Ascuaga’s Nugget’s Special Pumpkin Pie

From left, Ian and his
dad, Edward
Hoffmann, smile
together in 2019. Two
years later, we keep
Ed’s memory alive with
his signature dish —
pumpkin pie.
Photos by Lauren
Westmoreland

Honestly, I wasn’t
a huge pumpkin
pie person until I
tried this recipe
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Men’s Soccer, Volleyball, Wrestling, Rodeo and
Fall Baseball are all ready for play and
would like to invite the Cougar fans to
attend and root them on.

Please see games scheduled on
www.lassencollege.edu and click on
“Campus Events” in the upper right on
the screen.

To enroll for late-start classes, please go to
www.lassencollege.edu or contact Admissions at 530.251.8808.

www.LakeAlmanorBrokers.com

452 Peninsula Drive, Lake Almanor
Phone: (530) 596-3303 • Fax: (530) 596-3330 

119 Main St., Chester
Phone: (530) 258-3303 • Fax: (530) 258-4873 EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY
BRE #01948890

t’s that time of year again — October is
Domestic Violence Awareness Month.
Domestic Violence Awareness Month is a
time for all of us to speak up about
domestic violence, raise awareness and
support the survivors of this devastating

but all too common issue.
According to rescue.org, this event was first

observed in October 1981 as a national Day of
Unity started by the National Coalition
Against Domestic Violence. 

Domestic violence can happen to anyone
and it is present in every community —
regardless of age, gender, sexual orientation,
race, socioeconomic status, religion or
nationality.

According to the National Coalition
Against Domestic Violence, “Domestic
violence is the willful intimidation, physical
assault, battery, sexual assault, and/or other
abusive behavior as part of a systematic
pattern of power and control perpetrated by
one intimate partner against another. It
includes physical violence, sexual violence,
threats, economic, and emotional/
psychological abuse. The frequency and
severity of domestic violence varies
dramatically.”

Domestic violence in Lassen County
According to its website, Lassen Family

Services is committed to ending abuse in our
community through prevention, healing,
advocacy, safety and education,
compassionate intervention and effective
partnerships with local community and social
service agencies that will support and
empower the participant’s journey to success. 

Karen McDaniel, LFS’ direct services
supervisor, said domestic violence is a big
problem in Susanville, given its small size and
in Lassen County as well. And the problem
may be even bigger than anyone realizes since
an unknown number of cases are never
reported.

“I’ve been here 2 1/2 years, and I’ve been
surprised by the number of people who walk

through our doors every day,” Karen said.
“We’re really hoping to raise awareness so
people know we’re here to help … We’re trying
to fill the gaps with other agencies so people
aren’t falling through the cracks. If we don’t
provide a service we want to make sure they
get that warm hand-off to another agency so
they’re getting the help they need. We would
like to end domestic violence altogether, butBy Sam Williams

swilliams@lassennews.com

Many local residents participated in the 2019 Walk A Mile In Their Shoes event. File photo

Lassen Family Services offers help for victims of domestic violence

I

Graphics by
rescue.org



we’re just doing our part. Hopefully we’ll get
there one day.”

The sprawling size of our county offers its
own challenges in tackling these issues.

“Lassen County is more than 4,000 square
miles,” Karen said. “It’s not just here in
Susanville — we’re talking Standish and
Bieber right there on the border — all of those
areas. We get them from all over. So even
though Susanville is really small, there is a lot
of area to cover.”

And services may be difficult to obtain in
those outlying areas.

One the biggest parts of the problem is
many victims remain with their partners
despite the abuse they suffer because they’re
stuck in the power and control.

“It doesn’t always stick,” Karen said. “They
go back a lot. A lot … It’s that whole cycle, that
whole wheel just keeps going round and
round and round. We do our best to make it
stop, but they have to be willing to walk out
after an event.”

Karen said that’s an extremely difficult
decision for those who are being abused to
make. Sometimes it may take as many as
seven times before an abused person has had
enough and is ready to make a change, Karen
said.

“But in reality, it’s more like 15 to 20 times,
“It’s not that they don’t want to, but when
you’re in that type of relationship, you’re so

beaten down that the prospects outside of
that relationship look pretty bleak. ‘How am I
supposed to make a living? What am I
supposed to do without this person?’ If you
haven’t known anything else, that change is
scary. It starts really small, and it makes you
question your reality, and it gradually grows.
In time it gets so big you don’t know what to
do. It’s hard. ‘I love him. I’ve been with him so
long. He’s not really a bad guy.’ Eventually
some do decide to leave, and we’re able to help
them.”

While domestic violence and abuse
frequently involve the strain around money or
alcohol or drugs, Karen said, “It happens in all
levels of society, not just low income.”

And she said one can pick any group of
people and domestic violence will be found
there.

Lassen Family Services programs
Here is a listing of some of the programs

varied and diverse programs LFS offers.

Domestic Violence 24-hour Crisis Line
Those who need immediate services due to

domestic violence or rape can call LFS’ 24-
hour crisis line at 257-5004 or (888) 289-5004.
The crisis line is staffed by trained volunteers
24-hours a day.

Kendra Zaengle, LFS’ executive
assistant, said if people are in immediate

danger, they should call 911. She said law
enforcement frequently refers victims to LFS
if additional services are needed.

“We work closely with law enforcement to
provide survivors with the services they need,”
Kendra said.

Sexual Assault Program
LFS’ Sexual Assault Program coordinates

with the Domestic Violence Crisis Line.
“We accompany people to the hospital if

they need an exam,” Kendra said.

Emergency Shelter  for those who need it
LFS provides a shelter for victims of

domestic violence — both women and men.
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guaranteed!

FREE
delivery in Lassen &
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We Make
Home Painting

Easy!
• Call for Free Consultation
• Free Written Estimate
• We’ll Prep and Paint Your Home 

on Schedule

Matthew Artaz
Painting

Lic. #805146 • Insured & Bonded

mjartaz@live.com • 530.616.5876

The cast of the 2020 Dancing For A Brand New Me program. The event — which links local dance instructors with local citizens — is
Lassen Family Services’ biggest fundraiser of the year. File photos

Man on Fire from the 2020 Dancing for a Brand New Me — Susanville city engineer Billy Hoffman and House of Dance instructor Doria
Dalu.



court with them and offer support. Our motto
is victim, voice and choice, so we’re there to
help empower them to make whatever
decision they want to make and (and help
them) be independent away from their
perpetrator.”

Court Appointed
Special Advocates (CASA)

CASA volunteers represent the interests of
children involved in the dependency or other
foster care systems, usually through no fault
of their own. CASA’s mission is to provide
specially selected and trained community
volunteers to advocate for abused and
neglected children in Lassen County’s
juvenile dependency system. The program
works in collaboration with key agencies, legal
counsel and community resources together to
ensure that each child’s best interests are
protected until permanency is achieved.  

The focus is on placement, education,
mental/physical health and permanency.

Another purpose of the program is to
educate the community regarding the great
need for CASA volunteers. LFS is committed
to advocating for each dependent child’s best
interests and the agency believes its mission
will be accomplished when each dependent
child has a secured, safe and permanent
home.

“The CASA volunteers stick with them

throughout their case,” said Kendra. “They’re
the child’s voice.”

Lassen Family Services provides free
training necessary for volunteers to become
CASA participants.

“The cool thing about CASA is that it’s all
volunteers,” Kendra said. “It’s people who
really want to help and not get anything back
in return. They’re just there for the children in
our community.”

Parent Education Program
LFS also offers a Parent Education Program

that’s open to everyone providing practical
information on how to be a good parent and
parenting skills.

“No one really gets taught how to be a good
parent,” Kendra said.

Clothing Closet
LFS’ Clothing Closet is open to the entire

community by appointment only. Call 257-
4599 to schedule an appointment or to get
more information. 

Dancing For A Brand New Me
Every October during this month of

awareness, Lassen Family Services is hosting
its biggest annual fundraiser — Dancing For A
Brand New Me — at the Veterans Memorial
Hall. (Friday, Oct. 22 and Saturday, Oct. 23
this year.)

The event features six different couples —
local dance instructors paired with local
citizens — and raises funds to help support
services provided to victims of sexual assault
and domestic violence. 

For tickets, stop by Margie’s Book Nook in
Uptown or Lassen Family Services, located at
1306 Riverside Drive, in Susanville. 

For more information and to learn about
this year’s six dancing couples, visit
lassenfamilyservices.org.

Walk A Mile in Their Shoes
According to a statement from LFS, the

purpose of the Walk A Mile event is to inform
the community of the prevalence of sexual
assault and child abuse and to provide
information on the support services offered in
Lassen County. 

“We walk to show our support and raise
awareness,” the statement read. “Lassen
Family Services hosts this event annually
during the month of April and at the end of
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week.”

Child Trauma Therapy Program
Peggy Vaquera and Shayla Ashmore serve as

the therapists for the Child Trauma Therapy
Program, designed for children who have
experienced some kind of sexual encounter.
LFS offers individual, group or play therapy
depending upon the age of the child and his
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assistance, aged 60 and over, to the appropriate programs and
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FireRecoveryPros.com
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Kendra said more women are victims of
domestic violence than are men, but men are
victims as well.

XD Housing Program
“We can do a lot for the victims who are

fleeing, who are homeless or are fleeing
because of domestic violence or in danger of
becoming homeless because of domestic
violence,” Karen said. “We do anything we can
do to help them get set up, help them get
stable so they would be able to stand on their
own once they go through our program. Our
goal is to get people out of the abuse and get
them stable on their own.”

Pinwheels for Child Abuse
Awareness Prevention Month

If you’ve noticed a bunch of pinwheels each
April out in front of a local business, it’s part
of a LFS’ fundraiser for Child Abuse
Awareness Month.

Legal advocates
LFS also provides legal advocates who help

victims with paperwork and other items as
they move through the legal system.

“We’re not lawyers, so can’t give legal
advice,” Kendra said, ”but we can help with
paperwork such as restraining orders and
refer them to people who can help if they
need it. Our legal advocates can also go to

One in four women and one
in seven men have

experienced severe physical
violence by an intimate

partner during their lifetime

Graphic by rescue.org



How to get involved
LFS invites the public to help raise

awareness in our community by wearing
purple every Friday in October and by taking
a picture and caption it with #lassen family
services #dvawareness.

For more information, call 257-4599.

Support from other agencies, entities
These agencies and other entities support

the work of LFS: CalOES, CALCASA, the
National CASA Association, Blue Shield of
California, the California Department of
Corrections and Rehabilitation, Walmart,
Lassen County, the Mary Kay Foundation, The
California Partnership to End Domestic
Violence, United Way, the van Loben
Sels/RembeRock Foundation, the Safeway
Foundation. Merry Morsels, the NorCal
COVID-19 Response Fund, Every Bloomin’
Thing and the Women’s Foundation of
California.

In the United States, more than 10 million
adults experience domestic violence annually.
Based on the Arizona Coalition to End Sexual
and Domestic Violence’s reports, one in four
women and one in 10 men will experience
domestic violence in their lives. On a typical
day, domestic violence hotlines nationwide
receive more than 19,000 calls.

Domestic violence has significant impacts
on survivors including physical injury,
psychological trauma, and even death. 

Domestic violence also has negative
impacts on the wider society. Intimate partner
violence is estimated to cost the United States
between $5.8 and $12.6 billion annually in
such expenses as increased health care costs
and lost productivity at work.

The COVID-19 pandemic and the
accompanying lock-downs, social distancing
and other mitigation measures have only
exacerbated domestic violence. Historically,
domestic violence has increased during
pandemics and economic crises, both of
which we are experiencing right now, and this
time is no different. 

Worldwide, incidences of domestic
violence are increasing while the usual
escapes for survivors — shelters, police
restraining orders, friends and family and
others may not be accessible now due to fears
of contracting and/or spreading the virus,
social distancing, and limited services.

Therefore, it is more important than ever to
raise awareness about domestic violence and
know the warning signs of abuse.

If someone you know is experiencing
domestic violence and you are someone they
know and trust, talk to them about what they
want. You can help them create a safety plan
that will help the survivor to prepare for
emergency situations.

In October 2020, Lassen Family Services
reported it helped approximately 300 new
domestic violence victims. 

In 2019 the Lassen County Board of
Supervisors approved a proclamation
declaring October Domestic Violence
Awareness Month.

According to the proclamation, Lassen
Family Services provided 892 domestic
violence and sexual assault related services to
241 individual men, women and children in
the last year. 

“One in every four women and one in every
seven men will experience domestic violence
during their lifetime; and … Two out of three
children are exposed to trauma and violence,”
read the proclamation. 

“When a family member is abused, it can

have long-term damaging effects on the
victim that also leave a mark on family,
friends, and the community at large …
families are indispensable to a stable society,
and they should be a place of support to instill
responsibility and values in the next
generation … violence against women and
children is a prevalent social ill due to the
historical imbalance of power in gender and
age; however, domestic violence is widespread
and is devastating to society as a whole.”

The proclamation noted domestic violence
was not confined to one group or groups of
people, and could affect anyone. 

“Victims of violence should have access to
medical and legal services, counseling,
emergency and transitional housing and
other supportive services so that they can
escape the cycle of abuse … victims of violence
and their families may seek assistance from
appropriate victims’ services organizations
such as Lassen Family Services.”

The proclamation continued to state many
important partnerships help to service
domestic violence victims and their families
and raise awareness of the issue. 

“Local programs, state coalitions, national
organizations and other agencies nationwide
are committed to increasing public awareness
of domestic violence and its prevalence, and
to eliminating it through prevention and
education,” the proclamation read. HCL
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Historically,
domestic violence has

increased during
pandemics

Nancy Singh, left, accepts the 2019 Empathy in Education Award from Lassen Family
Services’ Shayla Ashmore at the Walk A Mile in Their Shoes event. File photo

Warning signs of partner abuse
in a relationship

Rescue.org provided this
information on the warning
signs of partner abuse in a
relationship.

• Telling you that you never do
anything right.

• Showing extreme jealousy of
your friends and time spent
away from them.

• Preventing or discouraging
you from spending time with
friends, family members, or
peers.

• Insulting, demeaning, or
shaming you, especially in
front of other people.

• Preventing you from making
your own decisions, including
about working or attending
school.

• Controlling finances in the
household without discussion,
including taking your money or
refusing to provide money for
necessary expenses.

• Pressuring you to have sex
or perform sexual acts you’re
not comfortable with.

• Pressuring you to use drugs
or alcohol.

• Intimidating you through
threatening looks or actions.

• Insulting your parenting or
threatening to harm or take
away your children or pets.

• Intimidating you with
weapons like guns, knives,
bats, or mace.

• Destroying your belongings
or your home.

or her needs.
Kendra said because LFS only has two

therapists, there is a waiting listing and the
clients are generally seen on the
recommendation of law enforcement.

“So it’s for the children who really need the
help,” Kendra said.

Denim Day
Every April people around the world wear

denim in honor of Denim Day — a day which
started in response to a 1988 Italian Supreme
Court decision that overturned a rape
conviction “because the victim wore very, very
tight jeans, she had to help him remove them,
and by removing the jeans it was no longer
rape but consensual.”

LFS encourages everyone to wear denim to
remind people that being a victim is never
consensual.

International Men’s Day
Similar to Denim Day, International Men’s

Day is recognized Nov. 19 to highlight men as
victims of domestic violence and sexual
assault.

“Men don’t come forward as often as
women do,” said Karen. “A lot of people
understand we help women, but we also help
men. We want people to understand that help
is available.”



‘m always on the hunt for easy, yet tasty
desserts, especially as the summer heat
fades and the crisp cool air moves in. 

When I came across this dessert last
year, it quickly became a favorite.
Although rice crispy treats are very easy,

and dare I say maybe too plain, adding one
simple step to the recipe ups the game, and
provides a new, richer f lavor to the dessert:
browning the butter. 

It only takes a few extra minutes to brown
the butter before stirring in the f luffy
marshmallows, but believe me, it’s worth a
try. 

Looking to add a festive touch to your kids’
lunchboxes this October? Add some sugar
eyes and frosting to make rice crispy ghosts. 

The recipe comes from Smitten Kitchen and
makes 16 2-inch squares or 32 1- x 2-inch
small bars

Ingredients
•1/2 cup (4 ounces or 115 grams) unsalted
butter, plus extra for the pan
•1 10-ounce (285-gram) bag marshmallows
•Heaping 1/4 teaspoon coarse sea salt
•6 cups (160 grams) crispy rice cereal (about
half a 12-ounce box)
Butter (or coat with non-stick spray) an 8-
inch square cake pan with 2-inch sides.

Directions
In a large pot, melt butter over medium-

low heat. It will melt, then foam, then turn
clear golden and finally start to turn brown
and smell nutty. Stir frequently, scraping up
any bits from the bottom as you do. Don’t
take your eyes off the pot as while you may be
impatient for it to start browning, the period
between the time the butter begins to take
on color and the point where it burns is often
less than a minute.

As soon as the butter takes on a nutty
color, turn the heat off and stir in the
marshmallows. The residual heat from the
melted butter should be enough to melt
them, but if it is not, turn it back on low until
the marshmallows are smooth.

Remove the pot from the stove and stir in
the salt and cereal together. Quickly spread
into prepared pan. I liked to use a piece of

waxed or parchment paper that I’ve sprayed
with oil to press it firmly and evenly into the
edges and corners, though a silicon spatula
works almost as well. Enjoy! HCL
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How to
roast
pumpkin
seeds

arving jack-o’-lanterns is a Halloween
tradition that both adults and
children enjoy. It’s hard to resist an
opportunity to carve a funny or scary
face into a pumpkin that will soon
make its way to the front porch, but

there’s another irresistible element to carving
pumpkins as well. 

Roasted pumpkin seeds make for a tasty,
tempting treat. Seeds must be removed before
carving pumpkins, so turning them into a
savory snack is a great way to make use of them
and cook up some fuel for family carving
sessions.

Roasting pumpkin seeds is a straightforward
process, though some people may have their
own techniques to make seeds more flavorful.
The following recipe for “Pumpkin Seeds” from
the Food Network reflects various ways to
prepare this beloved snack, ensuring that
people with varying tastes can no doubt find a
way to incorporate their favorite flavors into
this Halloween staple. 

Pumpkin Seeds
1. Seed the pumpkin: Preheat the oven to 300

degrees F. Using a spoon, scrape the pulp and
seeds out of your pumpkin into a bowl.

2. Clean the seeds: Separate the seeds from
the stringy pulp, rinse the seeds in a colander
under cold water, then shake dry. Don’t blot
with paper towels; the seeds will stick.

3. Dry them: Spread the seeds in a single
layer on an oiled baking sheet and roast 30
minutes to dry them out.

4. Add spices: Toss the seeds with olive oil,
salt and your choice of spices (see below).
Return to the oven and bake until crisp and
golden, about 20 more minutes.
5. Sweet Toss with cinnamon and sugar (do not
use salt in step 4).

6. Indian Toss with garam masala; mix with
currants after roasting.

7. Spanish Toss with smoked paprika; mix
with slivered almonds after roasting.

8. Italian Toss with grated parmesan and
dried oregano.

9. Barbecue Toss with brown sugar, chipotle
chile powder and ground cumin. HCL

Turning pumpkin seeds
into a tasty treat

Saving and roasting the seeds from your Jack-o-lanterns is a fun way of putting pumpkin
“innards” to good use — and make some tasty and nutritious snacks.

Carving Jack-o-lanterns? Save the seeds for roasting!

C

Improving a classic dessert with one simple secret

I
By Makenzie Freedman

mfreedman@lassennews.com
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www.quiltkitstore.com
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www.countrypinesquiltshop.com
704-395 Richmond Rd. East, Susanville • 530.257.4071

ith Halloween nearly two
months away at the High
Country Living magazine
deadline, planning for this
year’s Safe and Sane Halloween
celebration in Susanville has just

begun.
While Dan Newton, Susanville’s city

administrator said no one has brought
forward any proposals regarding this year’s
event yet, Historic Uptown Susanville
Association members report they plan to
hold the always popular event on Friday,
Oct. 29.

In years past, HUSA and the city, co-
sponsors of the event, have asked Caltrans
for permission to close Main Street
(Highway 36), but last year’s event in the
middle of the COVID-19 pandemic brought
the kids to Frank Ernaga Ball Field at
Memorial Park for an evening of trick-or-
treating. That event attracted more than 46
businesses and about 2,000 children and
their families. The location of this year’s
event has not been disclosed.

Safe and Sane Halloween tentatively
scheduled for Friday, Oct. 29, 2021

Costumed youth and families line Main Street in Uptown Susanville during the 2019 event. File photo

By Sam Williams
swilliams@lassennews.com

W

For the third year in a row, the Lassen County Sheriff’s Office nabbed first place in the
Coffin Race during the Historic Uptown Susanville Association’s Safe and Sane Halloween
event in 2019. File photo
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Free Estimates • All Insurance Accepted

Only AAA Approved Shop in Lassen County
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Of course, the irresistible force behind the
annual safe and sane celebration is the safety
of the community’s children as local
businesses and other community
organizations pass out candy. 

According to Kevin Jones, former city
administrator and chief of police, the 2020

event cost the city slightly more than $7,000. 
“It was a lot of money, but well worth it, I

believe,” Jones said. 
“I think it’s the best $7,000 we could spend

on our children. They had so much fun,”
commented Mayor Mendy Schuster. 

According to the city, last year’s event was

staffed by five administrative department
employees, 10 public works employees, eight
fire department employees, five police
department employees, more than 10
volunteer police explorers and more than 10
volunteer Lassen Community College
baseball players. HCL

The idea behind Susanville’s Safe and Sane Halloween
celebration is providing the city’s children with a safe
celebration of the spooky holiday.

Young trick or treaters enjoy putting their faces on the front page of the
Lassen County Times at last year’s Safe and Sane Halloween
celebration. File photos

A trio of Beanie Babies: Narwhal Sienna Ellena, left, with penguin
pal Brynn Ewing and Llama Madison Long, are bringing back the
Beanie Baby craze. These 11-year-olds know how to collect candy
in comfort. File photos

Lassen County Sheriff Dean Growdon passes out candy to young
trick or treaters last year at the Frank Ernaga Ball Field at
Memorial Park.



ack-o’-lanterns are lit on front porches,
neighborhood streets are blanketed in
colorful leaves, mulled apple cider is
simmering on the stove, and children
are putting the finishing touches on
costumes and trick-or-treating routes. 

It’s Halloween season once again, but with
COVID-19 still a part of life in 2021, how can
children who are not yet vaccinated safely
enjoy Halloween? 

Although fewer children than adults have
been infected with COVID-19, children can
become infected with the virus and become
sick. The Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention notes that children also can
unwittingly spread it to others. 

As of August 2021, the Pfizer-BioNTech
COVID-19 vaccine was the only vaccine given
emergency use authorization for children
ages 12 and up. Moderna was still waiting for
such authorization, having applied for it in
June 2021. Both pharmaceutical companies
launched trials of their vaccines for kids
under 12 in March, and results regarding EUA
were expected in the fall. Johnson & Johnson
plans to initiate its first study of its COVID-19
vaccine for adolescents ages 12 to 17 in the fall,
according to Macaya Douoguih, the head of

clinical development and medical affairs for
Janssen Vaccines and Prevention B.V.

Considering only a fraction of children,
which comprise roughly 20 percent of the
United States population, are vaccinated,
families are still looking for safe ways for
young people to enjoy everyday activities,
which include gatherings and holidays like
Halloween. Much like last year, when vaccines
were not yet available, young trick-or-treaters
will have to take precautions.

• Mask-wearing protocols were lifted in
much of the country or considered voluntary
by early summer. However, unvaccinated
individuals should still think carefully about
donning a mask. This is particularly true
when indoors in public or in outdoor areas
with crowds and in areas of potentially high
transmission.

• Do much of your celebrating outdoors, as
transmission of any virus is largely mitigated
by being outside with more space between
people and lots of fresh air flowing. Skip
indoor parties and stick to trick-or-treating
only.

• Reduce the spread of germs by placing
individually wrapped treats on a table for
trick-or-treaters to grab themselves. Contact
by directly handing candy to children could
needlessly increase the risk of transmission.

• Make a paper or fabric mask part of the
costume, ensuring it covers the nose and
mouth.

• Avoid participation in trunk-or-treats,
where candy is handed out from trunks in
parking lots. These events force crowds to
congregate in small areas.

• Consider a reverse Halloween setup
wherein costumed children stand in their
own yards and neighborhood participants
drive around tossing candy to them on the
lawn.

COVID-19 vaccines have returned some
semblance of normalcy to millions of people’s
lives. However, unvaccinated children still
need to be on guard as they navigate events
such as Halloween. HCL
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